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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF
THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO

March 25,1999

The Regents of the University of New Mexico met on Monday, March 25, 1999, in the Roberts
Room of Scholes Hall. The only agenda item was the appointment of the next president of the
University of New Mexico. A copy of the public notice is on file in the Office of the President.
Regents Present:
Larry D. Willard, President
David A. Archuleta, Vice President
Mary A. Tang, Secretary/Treasurer
Jason Bousliman
Jack L. Fortner
Judith C. Herrera
Richard Toliver
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Also Present:
Advisors to the Regents
Laura Hueter Bass, President, Alumni Association
Karin Retskin, President, Staff Council '
Annie Shank, President, Graduate and Professional Students Association
Members of the Administration, the media and others
Absent:
Fred Melendres, President, ASUNM
Jonathan Porter, President, Faculty Senate
Ann Rhoades, President, UNM Foundation

******
Executive Sessions

The Regents met in executive sessions on limited personnel matters pursuant to Section 10-15-1H.(2) NMSA 1978, as follows: Tuesday, March 9, 1999 at 7:30 a.m. in Hodgin Hall Parlor and at
7:00 p.m. at McGrath's Restaurant; Wednesday, March 10, 1999 at 11 :30 a.m. at University
House; Thursday, March 11, 1999 at 7:30 a.m. in Hodgin Hall Parlor and at 7:00 p.m. at the
Petroleum Club of Albuquerque; Frday, March 12 at II :30 a.m. at University House. Regents
present attest that the only matters discussed in the executive sessions were limited personnel
matters as noticed.

•

The Regents met in executive session on limited personnel matters pursuant to Section 10-15-1H.(2) NMSA 1978 on Monday, March 22, 1999 from 5 p.m. to 8: 15 p.m. Regents present were
David Archuleta, Jason Bousliman, Jack Fortner, Mary Tang, Richard Toliver and Larry Willard.
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Regent Judith Herrera participated via teleconferencing. The Regents attest that the only matters
discussed in the executive session were limited personnel matters as noticed.
The Regents met in executive session on lim ited personnel matters pursuant to Section 10-15-1H/(2) NMSA 1978 at 9 a.m. on Thursday, March 25, 1999. All Regents were present and hereby
attest that the only matters discussed were limited personnel matters as noticed.
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******
Regent President Larry D. Willard called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

******
Regent Willard welcomed everyone to the meeting, noting that the crowd spoke to the importance
of the occasion. He said notification was received yesterday that one of the five finalists had, for
personal reasons, withdrawn from the presidential search candidate pool. The remaining
candidates were on standby for immediate contact.
Regent Willard formally stated that the meeting was called this morning to select a new president
for the University of New Mexico. The Regents' Policy Manual states that the Board of Regents
considers this selection to be one of its most important responsibilities. Regent Willard added
that the Board of Regents also feels in its heart that this is one of its most important
responsibilities.
Regent Willard said he would like to begin by thanking the Search Committee, chaired by
Barbara Brazil, and on which he and Regent Mary Tang were privileged to serve. Also on the
Search cornmittee were, Richard Gonzalez, School of Law; Vera Norwood, American Studies;
John Trotter, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, School of Medicine; Jeronimo Dominguez,
Dean, Continuing Education; Marti M. Morales, Undergraduate Student; Mimi Swanson,
Manager, Staff Services Office; Maria Raby-Mondragon, President, Contract Associates, Inc; and
Victoria Kittredge Wood, Graduate Student. The Search Committee came forward with an
excellent group of candidates from whom the Board of Regents was able to invite five
outstanding finalists to campus. The Committee put in incredibly long hours in this process, and
the University and the entire community owed them a tremendous debt of gratitude.
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Regent Willard also expressed his thanks to the University staff members who worked hard to
make this search successful, in particular Anne Thomas, Katherine Alexander, and Vanessa
Willock. They devoted many, many hours to the Search Committee and provided excellent help.
Regent Willard conveyed the Board's appreciation to all members of the campus community and
the broader community for their participation in the campus visits of the five finalists. Very good
questions were asked during the forums, and the Regents appreciated the thoughtful evaluations
received on the finalists.
Finally, Regent Willard thanked the five finalists for their participation in the process. While
obviously only one president could be selected from among this outstanding group, Regent
Willard emphasized that the Board and the entire community were extremely impressed with the
quality of the finalists. They are an exceptional group of individuals, each a leader in higher
education, and it was an honor to host each of them on the UNM campus.
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On Monday night, the Regents met in closed session and again carefully reviewed the
backgrounds of the five finalists. Input from the Exec~tive Cabinet and members of the Search
Committee was carefully weighed, as were the evaluations received in connection with the
finalists' campus visits. The Regents met again this morning to complete their deliberations.
Regent Willard said he was now ready to entertain a motion for the appointment of the next
president of the University of New Mexico.
Regent Mary A. Tang rose to make the motion. Before doing so, she said she wanted personally
to say she thanked God this point had been reached. There had been a great deal of work to this
process, and Regent Tang personally thanked everyone involved. She then read the following
statement.
"Mr. President, I want to join you in stating how impressed I have been personally with
the quality of all five of the finalists who came to campus. It was a pleasure to meet with each of
them, and it was educational to me to hear their views about higher education in general and
UNM in particular, but ultimately we have to pick one individual from this outstanding group. I
want to say a few words about why I feel that Dr. Bill Gordon is the best person for the particular
needs of the University of New Mexico.
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"To sum it up in one sentence, Dr. Gordon has demonstrated successful leadership at all
levels of an extremely complex and highly diverse research university. He has succeeded as chair
of a department, Dean of Arts and Sciences, Provost and then interim President. At each level he
has managed a substantial budget, eventually being responsible for the UNM Budget of almost $1
billion. He has been responsible for an institution which includes a major health sciences center
and a major teaching hospital, as well as other extensive graduate programs and professional
schools.
"In all of his leadership roles, Dr. Gordon has shown an excellent ability to encourage
others to do their best and work as a team. I am convinced he has demonstrated a strong
commitment to diversity and has acted concretely on that commitment. He has demonstrated an
outstanding ability to reach out both to the campus community and to the entire state. His efforts
working with the Legislature and the Governor's Office have been very well regarded.
"Dr. Gordon is clearly admired by faculty, staff, students, and members of the
community alike. The evaluations he received from the campus forums were generally excellent.
Finally, like all the finalists, Dr. Gordon's scholarly achievements are impressive and his personal
integrity is beyond reproach.
"This is a summary of the reasons why I believe the Board of Regents should appoint Dr.
Bill Gordon as the next University President. We certainly had an outstanding group of finalists,
but I believe that Dr. Gordon's qualifications best suit the leadership needs of the University of
New Mexico.
"President Willard, I move that we appoint our Interim President, Dr. Bill Gordon, as
president of the University of New Mexico."
Regent Richard Toliver said he was proud to second the motion.
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Voice vote was taken and Board members unanimously approved .
Motion carried.
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******
Meeting adjourned at 10:20 a.m.

APPROVED:

resIdent

ATTEST:
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